THE  TRAGEDY OF RAMSAT MACDONALD
thought it worth preserving, they capitulated. It is significant
that MacDonald gave no support to Snowden in his fight to
preserve Free Trade. It was not so much that he was a
Protectionist, but that he was Premier of the 'National'
Government, and the maintenance of that Government was
the paramount issue.
The second count in Snowdcn's indictment of MacDonald
had regard to the taxation of Land Values, the most important
feature of Snowden's Labour Finance Bill of 1931. It was a
measure that raised the most violent opposition of the Tories.
Some of the bitterest controversies in political history have
been on the Land Question. So it was on this, occasion,
MacDonald had no sympathy with Snowclen on this question
and, indeed, pursued a policy of sabotage against him. In
the Lobbies of the House of Commons he secretly canvassed
Labour Members against it.
* Many friends of mine/ he said, * who are landlords will
be most heavily hit by this tax and it may be they will have
to discharge some of their gamekeepers and gardeners, if it
becomes law.5
Snowden was keenly enthusiastic and persisted against all
opposition, with the result that, after a rumpus with the
Liberals, as acrimonious as it was surprising, the Bill passed
the House of Commons. As the Speaker had previously
certified it a Money Bill, the House of Lords were unable to
amend or destroy it. It was natural that the 1931 Parliament,
with its overwhelming majority of Tories, should seek to repeal
the Taxes. They had a powerful spokesman in Mr. Neville
Chamberlain, and Snowden had to give way to the extent of
suspending the Land Valuation Clauses. The Land Taxes
still remained on the Statute Book. The demand for their
repeal was kept up with increasing determination by the
Tories. At last, in 1934, long after Snowden had left the
Cabinet, they were successful in the Finance Bill of 1934.
In a Press interview, Snowden made a strong comment on
this further betrayal by MacDonald.
* I suppose/ he said, * that this has been done at the
instigation of the Prime Minister, who wants to give his
Tory colleagues further proof of the thoroughness of his
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